


We recognize that social and economic 
development depends on the sustainable 

management of our planet’s natural 
resources. We are therefore determined 

to conserve and sustainably use [...] 
freshwater resources.
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Summary



In the State of São Paulo, Brazil, the commitment to 
the global sustainable development agenda is estab-
lished by law.

The 2020-2020 Pluriannual Plan is aligned with the 
United Nations 2030 Agenda, its 17 Sustainable De-
velopment Goals, and the 169 targets.

This means that all actions of the State Government 
generate positive impacts on the 5 Ps of Sustainability:

•	 PEOPLE 

•	 PLANET

•	 PROSPERITY 

•	 PARTNERSHIPS

•	 PEACE

Here it is worth noting that we understand sustain-
able development according to the definition adopted 
by the UN - the one that meets present needs with-
out compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs.

Opening

The Novo Rio Pinheiros Program, because of the ex-
tent of its impacts, is a symbol of this commitment by 
the Government of the State of São Paulo.
 
In this report, with the help of the 17 SDGs, we will 
show the impacts of a major sanitation and revitaliza-
tion program on the Pinheiros River for people’s lives, 
the future of the planet, and the prosperity of our 
State. And we will show how all of this is built based 
on partnerships.

We are overcoming the stigma that historically follows 
sanitation works - “buried works” without due recog-
nition of their importance - to record the Novo Rio 
Pinheiros Program in the history of sustainable devel-
opment in São Paulo.

Cauê Macris
Chief of Staff of the State Government of São Paulo 

Marcos Penido
Secretary of State of Infrastructure and Environment

Julio Serson 
Secretary of State of International Affairs
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Introduction

To present the Novo Rio Pinheiros Program in the 
light of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, the 
teams of the Department of Infrastructure and Envi-
ronment and Department of the Chief of Staff got to-
gether and placed the actions of the Program and the 
17 SDGs with their 169 targets side by side.

We have adopted SDG 6 - Water and Sanitation 
- as a guide to the path that led us to establish the 
connections between the actions of the Program and 
their impacts on the SDGs.

The choice proved to be correct. Based on SDG 6, 
we have been able to present the relationship between 
the Novo Rio Pinheiros Program and the other 13 SDGs.

This result allows us to say that the Novo Rio Pin-
heiros Program symbolizes the commitment of the 
Government of the State of São Paulo to sustainable 
development.

There is another aspect that needs to be highlight-
ed. Both the Novo Rio Pinheiros Program and the UN 
2030 Agenda must be understood as indivisible sets 
of objectives, targets, results, and impacts.

If we establish connections such as SDG 6 and 
SDG 3 - Health and Well-Being -, for example, to show 
how sanitation actions impact people’s health, this is 
only a didactic way of transmitting the intended mes-
sage and which attests to the success of the UN by 
creating a universal and easy-to-understand language 
to talk about sustainable development.

The reminder that all the actions of the Program 
and all the SDGs are interconnected will follow the 
reading of this report at the bottom of all pages, where 
the icons of the impacted SDGs are lined up.

For inquiries about the progress of the Novo Rio 
Pinheiros Program, details of the actions mentioned in 
this document, as well as inquiries on the 17 SDGs and 
their targets, we invite you to visit the official websites 
of the Novo Rio Pinheiros Program and UN Brazil.

novoriopinheiros.sp.gov.br 

brasil.un.org

We wish you a good reading!
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The Novo Rio Pinheiros Program 
aims to revitalize one of the most 
important symbols of the city of 
São Paulo through a wide range of 
partnerships.

To clean up the waters of the 
Pinheiros River by 2022 and make 
it part of city life, the program’s ac-
tions are carried out in the river, on 
its banks, and outside it.

We are reducing the amount of 
untreated sewage that reaches the 
Pinheiros River by sanitizing the 
outer parts of the river. This work 
happens through 25 canals in the 
Pinheiros Basin that traverse the 
neighborhoods of São Paulo, Embu 
das Artes and Taboão da Serra. 

In the river, the services car-
ried out are desilting - removal 
of the material accumulated at 

the bottom of the river - and re-
moval of garbage on the surface. 
Technological-based actions are 
also performed, such as the Su-
persaturated Oxygen technology, 
which speeds up the cleaning of 
the water.

On the banks of the river, there 
are a series of actions that, togeth-
er, will be responsible for creating a 
new relationship between the river 
and the city.

The Pinheiros River, its banks, 
and the entire area of the Traição 
Pumping Plant - now São Paulo 
Plant - will make up a new pub-
lic space in the city of São Pau-
lo, accessible on foot, by bicycle, 
by train, by car, and by boat. The 
river will be an element of inte-
gration of the city. Its banks are 
turning into urban parks, with the 

planting of native trees. The Plant 
area will be a place for leisure, 
entertainment, and work, with 
restaurants, shops, a museum, of-
fices, and the largest outdoor cin-
ema in Latin America.

All of this is the Novo Rio Pin-
heiros Program. It is important 
to say that, as it is an urban river, 
its water will not be drinkable or 
suitable for swimming, for exam-
ple, within a short term. But the 
Pinheiros River may become a 
completely unpolluted river in the 
medium and long terms with the 
continuity of the actions that we 
will present on the next pages.

The Program’s relationship with 
the 17 SDGs – Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals of the UN – and their 
targets reinforces the importance 
of the continuity of the actions.

To Understand the Program
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One of the main challenges of the Novo Rio Pinheiros 
program is the inclusion of vulnerable populations living in 
the Pinheiros Basin area in sanitation services. There are 
several situations that lead a person to not have access to 
these services, such as living in an informal or environmen-
tally preserved area or not having the resources to connect 
the property to the sewage network. The program inno-
vates with the integration of solutions to include everyone 
in the services:

•	 Se Liga na Rede Program
	 Sabesp promotes the connection of low-income fami-

lies’ properties to the sewage network.

•	 Água Legal Program
	 Sabesp regulates water connections, thus ensuring the 

supply of drinking water to low-income families.

•	 Social Rate 
	 Low-income families or those in a vulnerable situation 

benefit from a different rate for Sabesp’s services.

•	 Water Quality Recovery Units 
	 Mini-plants close to places with irregular occupation, 

where it is not feasible to implement conventional san-
itation infrastructure. With them, stream water will be 
treated before reaching the river.

IMPACT 
ON SOCIAL 
INCLUSION.

More than 530,000 
families will have 
their properties 
connected to the 
sewage network.

Ensure basic services 
and equal opportunities 
for all people, especially 
the poorest and most 
vulnerable.
Goals 1.4, 6.1, 6.2, 10.2, 10.3 of SDG 1, 
6, and 10
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The right to drinking water 
and sanitation is an essential human 

right for the full enjoyment of life and 
all human rights.

Resolution 64/292 of the United Nations 
General Assembly, of July 28 2010
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The Novo Rio Pinheiros program is reducing the amount 
of sewage that reaches the river.

Sanitation actions are concentrated in the 25 streams 
that most carry pollutants to the river and are carried out 
in three ways:

•	 Works to expand sewage collection and treatment 
throughout the Pinheiros Basin.

•	 Expansion of the number of properties connected to 
the sewage network.

•	 Implementation of five Water Quality Recovery Units to 
recover water from streams where conventional sanita-
tion works cannot be done because of poor urbaniza-
tion conditions.

•	 From 4,600 to 7,400 liters of 
treated sewage per second.

•	 1.6 million people with sewage 
taken to treatment.

•	 BRL 1.7 billion of investments.

The expansion of sewage collection and 
treatment helps to prevent DRSAI - Diseases 
Related to Inadequate Environmental 
Sanitation: Diarrhea, Hepatitis A, 
Dengue, Yellow Fever, Leishmaniasis, 
Schistosomiasis, Leptospirosis, 
Helminthiasis, Teniasis, and others.

For every dollar invested 
in water and sanitation, there 
is a $ 4.3 return in the form of 
health care costs.

WHO - World Health Organization

IMPACT ON 
HEALTH.

Combat water-borne 
diseases.
Target 3.3 of SDG 3
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Social and environmental actions follow the sanitation 
works of the Novo Rio Pinheiros program.

The work aims to engage people in initiatives that help to 
keep water free from waste and sewage. Actions promote 
skills and knowledge that will accompany people for life:

•	 Correct disposal of garbage Importance of the 3 Rs 
(Reduce, Reuse, Recycle).

•	 Importance of the connection of properties to the 
sewage network.

•	 Support for the formation of waste pickers’ cooperatives.

•	 Disclosure of rights.

•	 Access to public health, employment, and income 
policies.

Social and environmental work guarantees the sustain-
ability of the program because it offers the conditions for 
changing attitudes towards the environment and, thus, 
breaks the vicious circle of pollution of streams and rivers.

With a world population of 7 billion 
people and limited natural resources,  
we, as individuals and societies need to 
learn to live together sustainably. 

UNESCO - United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
2019

Enviromental learning promotes core 
competencies, such as critical and 
systemic thinking, collaborative decision-
making, and taking responsibility for 
present and future generations.

UNESCO - United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization, 
2019

IMPACT on 
EDUCAtion.

Ensure knowledge and skills 
to promote sustainable 
development and lifestyles in 
harmony with nature.

Targets 4.7 and 12.8 of SDG 4 and 12
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The Novo Rio Pinheiros program recognizes in women 
the leadership and strength necessary to promote cultural 
change in relation to the environment.

For this reason, women are hired as multipliers to accel-
erate the socio-environmental projects that accompany 
the program.

Women are also the center of attention of social and en-
vironmental projects, which aim to promote:

•	 The full participation of women in the discussion 
processes on sanitation works that directly impact 
communities

•	 Women’s access to public income generation policies

•	 Dissemination of rights

The recognition and appreciation of the role of women in 
the Novo Rio Pinheiros Program was an important choice 
of the Government of São Paulo.

This is fundamental for the achievement of one of the 
strategic objectives of state planning - the social develop-
ment with the guarantee of individual and collective rights 
and the promotion of full autonomy. And it is a safe path 
for the sustainability of the results desired by the program.

The achievement of SDG 5, 
related to gender equality, 
is intrinsically linked to 
the level of universal basic 
sanitation

UN Women, 2019

Empowering women and promoting gender 
equity in all social and economic activities 
ensures the effective strengthening of 
economies, the boosting of businesses, 
the improvement of the quality of life of 
women, men, and children, and sustainable 
development.

UN Women, Women’s Empowerment Principles

Provision of services and 
infrastructure to women 
and ensuring their full 
participation in decision-
making processes.

Targets 5.4, 5.5, and 5.a of SDG 5

IMPACT on 
women’s 
lives.
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The Novo Rio Pinheiros pro-
gram positively impacts four tar-
gets of SDG 6, dedicated to Water 
and Sanitation, it highlights the 
strength of the contribution of the 
State of São Paulo to achieve uni-
versal sanitation services:

Targets 6.1 and 6.2 - Achieve 
universal and equitable access to 
safe and affordable drinking water 
and sanitation

The Program promotes the inclu-
sion of low-income families living 
in the Pinheiros Basin in sanitation 
services.

Target 6.3 - Improve water quality 
by reducing pollution and the pro-
portion of untreated wastewater

 25 streams that flow into the Pin-
heiros River are being cleaned up 
with the expansion of sewage col-

lection and treatment. More than 
20,000 tons of garbage has already 
been removed from the river. The 
Pinheiros Canal is being desilted 
and the equivalent of 15,000 sed-
iment trucks has already been re-
moved from the riverbed. The wa-
ter quality is monitored by CETESB 
and is already improving - the goal 
is to achieve a maximum DBO (Bio-
chemical Oxygen Demand) of 30 
mg/liter. With that, little by little, life 
will be returned to the waters of the 
treated streams and the Pinheiros 
River, with increasingly better water.

Target 6.6 - Protect and restore 
water-related ecosystems, includ-
ing rivers

The main objective of the Novo 
Rio Pinheiros Program is precisely 
the revitalization of one of the most 
important rivers in the city of São 

Paulo. The delivery of the cleaned 
up Pinheiros River in 2022 signifies 
the achievement of this target of 
SDG 6 in the city of São Paulo.

IMPACT ON SANITATION

Target 6.b - Support and strength-
en the participation of local com-
munities for improving water and 
sanitation management.

The Novo Rio Pinheiros Program, 
through social and environmental 
actions developed in communi-
ties that live in the vicinity of the 
25 treated streams, achieves the 
goal proposed by the UN. Wom-
en, children, waste pickers, people 
who work in recycling cooperatives 
are involved with the Program and 
ready to ensure the sustainability 
of their results, with environmen-
tal education and better living, in-
come, and employment conditions.

12

SUMMARY



We envision a world in where 
we reaffirm our commitments 

regarding the human right to safe 
drinking water and sanitation.

Transforming Our World: 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

13

SUMMARY

https://brasil.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/agenda2030-pt-br.pdf
https://brasil.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/agenda2030-pt-br.pdf


The strong relationship of the Novo 
Rio Pinheiros Program with sustainabil-
ity opens up new possibilities for the 
use of urban rivers.

The first floating photovoltaic plant 
in the city of São Paulo is in the testing 
phase. The idea is to generate energy 
from solar radiation and inaugurate a 
new source of alternative, clean, and 
renewable energy to meet the demand 
for electricity in the Capital.

The platform, with a power of 100 
kilowatts, is located in the Billings reser-
voir, next to the Pedreira pumping plant, 
in the Pinheiros Basin area. The project 
is the result of a partnership with the 
private sector and aims to assess the 
feasibility of implementing photovoltaic 
plants in the Capital’s reservoirs.

Efforts to encourage clean energy have resulted in more 
than 20 percent of global power being generated by 
renewable sources. Still one in seven people on the planet 
lack access to electricity, and as the demand continues 
to rise there needs to be a substantial increase in the 
production of renewable energy.

UNDP - United Nations Development Programme

Ensuring universal access to affordable energy by 2030 means 
investing in clean energy sources such as solar, wind, and thermal. 
Adopting cost-effective standards for a wide range of technologies 
could also reduce the global electricity consumption by buildings and 
industry by 14 percent. This means avoiding roughly 1,300 mid-sized 
power plants. Expanding infrastructure and upgrading technology to 
provide clean energy in all developing countries is a crucial goal that 
can both encourage growth and help the environment.

UNDP - United Nations Development Programme

Increase the share of renewable energies 
in the global energy matrix and promote 
investment in clean energy technologies.
Targets 7.2 and 7.a of SDG 7

IMPACT ON  
Clean energy.
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The actions that make up the Novo Rio Pinheiros pro-
gram strengthens the economy, creates jobs, and gener-
ates income:

•	 Employment 
	 Sanitation works generate approximately 4,100 direct 

jobs.

•	 Income
	 The social and environmental actions that follow the 

works of the Program lead to income generation oppor-
tunities for the communities that live in the areas of the 
interventions. Waste pickers, people, and cooperatives 
that work with recycling are involved in the revitaliza-
tion of the River through their activities, with support 
and guidance from the State Government.

•	 Economic growth
	 The revitalization of the São Paulo Plant area, carried 

out by the private sector, in addition to generating jobs 
in the new commercial spaces, restaurants and cafes, 
offices, leisure and entertainment, will boost the city’s 
economy with the appreciation of the region and boost 
tourism in the city of São Paulo.

More investment in water 
and sanitation represents 
important benefits for human 
development, in addition to 
creating jobs.

ILO - International Labour 
Organization, 2019

Decouple economic growth 
from environmental 
degradation, increase the 
productivity of the economy in 
sectors with high added value, 
and promote sustainable 
tourism, which generates jobs.

Targets 8.2, 8.4, and 8.9 of SDG 8

IMPACT ON 
EMPLOYMENT 
AND ECONOMY.
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The Pinheiros River is approximately 25 km long. Along 
this route, at specific points, the Novo Rio Pinheiros Pro-
gram develops actions for the care of the river’s structure, 
under the responsibility of DAEE - Department of Water 
and Electricity, aiming to ensure the sustainability of the 
results proposed by the program:

•	 Desilting
	 Removal of materials from the bottom of the river, usu-

ally sand, silt, and other sediments. Desilted, the chan-
nel gets deeper, thus increasing drainage capacity and 
clearing the water. The final disposal of the removed 
sediments has an environmentally suitable destination.

•	 Protection of banks
	 The work is done to stabilize and contain the erosive and 

collapsing phenomena on the banks of the Pinheiros Ca-
nal. In addition to protecting the banks, there is a con-
cern with the visual impact of these interventions. For 
this reason, after the works, vegetation is replaced on the 
banks, through landscaping actions with the implemen-
tation of more suitable species for that environment.

The IDB Group defines sustainable 
infrastructure as infrastructure 
projects that are planned, 
designed, constructed, operated, 
and decommissioned in a manner 
to ensure economic and financial, 
social, environmental (including 
climate resilience), and institutional 
sustainability over the entire life 
cycle of the project.

IDB - Inter-American Development Bank

Develop sustainable and 
resilient infrastructure, 
with efficient use of 
resources and adoption of 
clean and environmentally 
sound technologies and 
industrial processes.
eTargets 9.1 and 9.4 of SDG 9

IMPACT 
ON THE 
STRUCTURE OF 
THE RIVER.
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The motivation for the nanobubble 
project, in addition to assessing the 
improvement of water quality, will 
consist of analyzing the capacity to 
decrease the volume of generated 
sludge and suspended solids, 
which may lead to a decrease in 
the operating costs of the pumping 
equipment.

USP - University of São Paulo, School 
of Public Health

Support domestic 
technology development, 
research, and innovation.
Targets 9.b of SDG 9

The Novo Rio Pinheiros Program has a strong innovation 
component:

•	 Water Quality Recovery Units
	 Implemented in partnership with the private sector, 

they can develop technologies to recover water quality, 
replacing traditional sanitation works. It is a solution for 
areas of environmental protection and areas with irreg-
ular occupation.

•	 New technologies
	 The partnership between EMAE, USP and the private 

sector seeks innovative technologies that will contrib-
ute to the acceleration of the clean-up and the elimina-
tion of bad smells.

•	 Supersaturated Oxygen
	 Sabesp, in partnership with the private sector, uses the 

technology of injection of supersaturated oxygen to 
accelerate the self-purification of water and the elimi-
nation of bad smells. The technology is used by other 
countries and has proven results.

IMPACT on 
innovation.
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To clean up the Pinheiros River it is necessary to remove all 
the waste accumulated along its 25 km. The work is carried 
out by EMAE - Metropolitan Water and Energy Company - 
and SIMA – Department of Infrastructure and Environment.

•	 Removal of superficial waste in the Pinheiros River 
Canal

	 Some of the waste that is discharged into the tributaries 
of the Pinheiros River, mostly domestic waste, is on the 
surface of the water. Removal is done with boats, nets, 
and buoys and the waste is sent to a licensed landfill.

•	 Waste (residue) removal accumulated in the screens of 
the São Paulo Plant and Pedreira Plant

	 The waste that reaches the Pinheiros River is also accu-
mulated in structures such as the screens of the plants 
operated by EMAE. In this case, the removal requires 
specific machines, called “screen cleaners”. Everything 
that is collected is sent to a licensed landfill.

•	 Prevention measures in partnership with the Govern-
ment of São Paulo

	 Support for waste pickers’ cooperatives, Cata-Bagulho 
Operation, repositioning of collection points, and envi-
ronmental education in schools.

More than 20,000 tons of waste 
has already been removed from 
the Pinheiros River. Pet bottles, 
bicycles, tires, plastics, and 
other materials. Even sofas, 
stoves, and mattresses have 
been found.

Keeping the Pinheiros River clean 
is everyone’s responsibility. It is 
essential to separate recyclable 
waste, not to discard cooking 
oil in the sink drain, and not to 
throw garbage on the streets. 
Everything ends up in the river.

Reduce the adverse 
environmental impact of 
cities, paying attention to 
waste management.
Target 11.6 of SDG 11

IMPACT 
on river 
cleaning.
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The private sector collaborates with the transformation 
of the banks and the landscape of the Pinheiros River to 
offer the city of São Paulo new green public spaces:

•	 Novo Rio Pinheiros Linear Park
	 The Department of Infrastructure and Environment is 

implementing, on the west bank of the river, a linear 
park approximately 17km long which consolidates the 
proposal for the requalification and revitalization of the 
banks in line with the Orchard Project.

•	 Orchard Project
	 The environmental and landscape recovery of the banks 

of the Pinheiros River continues to be supported by the 
private sector. The landscape project includes the plant-
ing of native trees on the 13 km of the west bank of the 
river by the company Reservas Votorantim. On the east 
bank, the company Telefônica is responsible for main-
taining the landscaping project.

•	 Reforestation and landscaping
	 The banks of the Pinheiros River are turning into green 

corridors. This will bring back original species from the 
Atlantic riparian forest to the area and native fruit spe-
cies. The Jerivá palm tree, which gave rise to the first 
name of the river (Jurubatuba, which means place with 
many Jerivás in Tupi), is used in the reforestation.

Restore degraded land and 
soil, increase reforestation, 
and provide access to green 
public spaces.

Target 11.7, 15.2, and 15.3 of SDG 11 
and 15

IMPACT ON 
BANKS AND 
LANDSCAPE.
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We envisage a world
in which humanity lives in 

harmony with nature.

Transforming Our World: 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
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The public sector is transferring the structures of the for-
mer Traição Pumping Plant, such as the energy substation, 
and releasing the area for the private initiative to remodel 
the site, now called São Paulo Plant.

The city will gain three new spaces, amounting to 29,800 
square meters of area, with:

•	 observatory,
•	 stores,
•	 restaurants and cafes, 
•	 museum,
•	 offices, 
•	 decks,
•	 kiosks,
•	 leisure and social areas,
•	 outdoor cinema.

Access to the São Paulo Plant is also part of the remod-
eling of the space.

Footbridges and bicycle lanes for pedestrians and bicycles 
will be built, in addition to the existing ones, under the respon-
sibility of CPTM. The site will have access and parking for cars.

Cleaned river, with recovered banks, and integrated into 
city life. A symbol of São Paulo’s commitment to sustain-
able development.

Post-COVID-19 recovery will be an opportunity 
for future-guided economies, helping cities to 
clean atmospheric air, creating natural open 
spaces, and adopting solutions for reducing 
carbon emission and the use of natural 
resources, as well as impacts related to 
ecosystems, while generating new jobs.

UNEP - United Nations Environment Programme

BRL 12 million a year will 
no longer be spent with the 
maintenance of the area, 
which becomes a source of 
jobs, income, real estate 
valuation, tourism, and leisure

Enhance inclusive and 
sustainable urbanization 
and encourage and promote 
public-private partnerships.
Targets 11.3 and 17.17 of SDG 11 and 17

IMPACT 
on city 
life.
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We recognize that sustainable urban 
development and management are 

crucial to the quality of life of our people. 
We will work with local authorities and 

communities to renew and plan our cities.

Transforming Our World: 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
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The set of actions of the Novo Rio Pinheiros Program ex-
pands the city’s resilience and promotes its adaptation to 
the negative effects of climate change:

•	 The cleaning-up of the Pinheiros River and its tributar-
ies contributes to ensure water security in scenarios 
with extreme events intensified by climate change.

•	 The desilting of the Pinheiros Canal and the work to 
contain its banks are essential to prepare the city to 
avoid flooding.

•	 The reforestation of the banks of the river, with the re-
turn of native species, added to the implementation of 
the linear park that follows the path of the Pinheiros 
River, are actions that positively impact the microcli-
mate of the region.

•	 The production of clean energy, with the inclusion of 
floating photovoltaic plants in the new scenario of the 
Pinheiros River Basin, is a way to reduce the emission of 
greenhouse gases.

We envisage a world where 
development is climate 
sensitive We are determined to 
address decisively the threat 
posed by climate change and 
environmental degradation.

UN, Declaration of the 2030 
Agenda

Strengthen resilience 
and adaptive capacity to 
climate related hazards 
and natural disasters.
Target 13.1 of SDG 13

IMPACT ON 
ADAPTATION 
TO CLIMATE 
CHANGE.
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To measure improvements in water quality, CETESB - En-
vironmental Company of the State of São Paulo - has 23 
monitoring points in the Pinheiros Basin and uses globally 
recognized parameters:

•	 Dissolved Oxygen (DO) Levels:  shows the oxygen con-
centration in the water

•	 Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) Levels: shows the 
amount of oxygen spent for the degradation of organic 
matter (sewage) in the water

•	 Analysis of sediments present in the river

Our actions are increasing DO levels, reducing BOD levels, 
and eliminating sediments harmful to water quality.

The result is the improvement in the quality and appear-
ance of the water, a process that is happening slowly and 
which will allow the return of some species of aquatic life to 
the river and the integration of the river into the city, with 
the use of its banks.

The river water will not be drinkable or suitable for swim-
ming, within a short term. The Pinheiros River may become 
a completely unpolluted river in the medium and long terms 
with the continuity of the actions of the Program.

An important share of the total burden 
of diseases worldwide, ~10%, could be 
prevented by improvements related to 
drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene.

Report of the World Water Assessment 
Programme, UNESCO - United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization 

Solutions that protect, manage, and restore 
natural and modified ecosystems, and that 
respond to human and ecological challenges 
in an effective and sustainable manner, 
improving the well-being of individuals and 
preserving biodiversity, must be promoted.

Message from UNESCO - United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization on the occasion of World Water 
Day, 2018

Protect, restore, and promote 
sustainable use of freshwater 
ecosystems and reduce the 
number of diseases caused by 
water pollution.

Targets 3.3, 6.6, and 15.1 of SDG 3, 6, 
and 15

IMPACT 
ON WATER 
QUALITY.
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The Novo Rio Pinheiros Program is the result of partnerships:

•	 Integrated public sector
	 The program is coordinated and executed by the Depart-

ment of Infrastructure and Environment, Sabesp, EMAE, 
DAEE, and CETESB. Supported by CPTM and Desen-
volve São Paulo. The local governments of São Paulo, 
Embu das Artes, and Taboão da Serra are also partners.

•	 Performance-based partnership
	 The companies contracted for sanitation works are 

partners of the State within an innovative model, the 
performance-based contracts. Their remuneration is 
based on the results generated. The more properties 
connected to the sewage network, the higher the re-
muneration. The higher the water quality, certified by 
CETESB, the higher the remuneration.

•	 Innovation-based partnership
	 In the contracts for mini-plants for water recovery, the 

partnership provides for the adoption of new technolo-
gies. In addition, the remuneration of the private sector 
depends on the results.

The Government of the State of São 
Paulo works in partnership with the 
local governments of São Paulo, 
Embu das Artes, and Taboão da Serra

Partnerships enable the multidisciplinary 
integration of the Program.

Encourage and promote 
effective public 
and public-private 
partnerships.
Target 17.7 of SDG 17

IMPACT ON 
PARTNERSHIPS.
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https://cetesb.sp.gov.br/
http://www.emae.com.br/
http://www.daee.sp.gov.br/site/
https://www.cptm.sp.gov.br/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.sabesp.com.br/
https://www.desenvolvesp.com.br/
https://www.saopaulo.sp.gov.br/
http://www.capital.sp.gov.br/
http://www.cidadeembudasartes.sp.gov.br/embu/portal
http://ts.sp.gov.br/


Partnerships are present in all the actions of the Novo 
Rio Pinheiros Program:

•	 Partnership with international financial organizations 
	 The IDB - Inter-American Development Bank - and the 

IFC/World Bank finance the sanitation infrastructure in 
the Pinheiros Basin.

•	 Partnership to create new spaces for public use 
	 With the concession of the São Paulo Plant area, the 

public sector stops spending on the maintenance of the 
space and the private sector invests to value the region, 
generate jobs, and create a new area for public use for 
the city.

•	 Partnership to recover vegetation
	 The private sector is responsible for the environmental 

and landscape recovery of the banks of the Pinheiros 
River, returning native and rare species of the Atlantic 
Forest to the city. Enhance multi-stakeholder 

partnerships that mobilize 
and share knowledge, 
expertise, technologies, 
and financial resources to 
support the achievement 
of the SDGs.
Targets 17.16 of SDG 17

27

SUMMARY

https://legadodasaguas.com.br/projetopomarurbano/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEPNlfNdaCo
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/corp_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/home
https://www.iadb.org/pt


Cauê Macris
Chief of Staff of the State Government of São Paulo

Marcos Penido
Secretary of State of Infrastructure and Environment

Julio Serson
Secretary of State of International Affairs

Patricia Iglecias
President of CETESB - Environmental Company of the State of São Paulo

Francisco Eduardo Loducca
Deputy Managing Director of DAEE - Department of Water and Electricity

Marcio Rea
Managing Director of EMAE - Metropolitan Water and Energy Company

Benedito Braga
President of SABESP – Basic Sanitation Company of the State of São Paulo
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